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THE WAR DEPARTMENT FURNISHES THE OFFICIAL

EVIDENCE OF HIS GALLANT SERVICi

THE WAR FOB THE UNION.

General Custer's Unfavorable Report Proven

Have Been Utterly Unfounded and

Cruelly Unjust.

FHE ORIGINAL HOSPITAL CERTIFICATE SHOWING

ALGER IN THE HOSPITAL FROM AUG.

30 TO SEPT. 5, 1 884.

General Alger's Army Record Absolutely Regular

and Without a Single Flaw From the

Beginning to the End.

THi STRONGEST RECOMMENDATIONS FOR

ROMOTiON BY HIS SUPERIOR OFFICERS

THROUGHOUT HIS SERVICE.

The Official Records in the War Department

Splendid Tribute to Alger's Bravery and Faith-

fulness to Every Duty. .

The recent attack of the New York Sun
opon the military record of General Russell
A. Alger, has of course attracted national
attention and The Tribune is gratified to now
be able to show, from the official records, its
cruel injustice. General Alger's gallant ser-

vice as a soldier in the war for the union has
been for" a quarter ot a century a matter
of the widest public knowledge, and General
Alger has himself enjoyed the esteem and
affection of his army comrades of all ranks
during the whole of that period. Those who
were his superior officers while he was in his
country's service have constantly testi-
fied their regard for him as
a soldier and citizen, and his Grand
Army comrades have bestowed upon him the
highest compliment within their gift by
electing him amid great enthusiasm to be
commander-in-chie- f of the Grand Army of
the Republic the grandest organization of
patriots that the world has ever seen. Gen-

eral Alger's comrades in the army knew him
for a brave soldier who never shirked a
duty, who was always at the frontJn the
face" of every danger, and who.se gallant
service In the Held won for him promotion
after promotion. He wx.s repeatedly recom-
mended for more distinguished promotion
than could be given him during
his time of service, and he
was in all respects a faithful
soldier who did his duty without expectation
of other reward than the consciousness of
having served his country in its hour of
periL -

"What Is above stated is fact as to General
Alger's military service. It will not be con-

troverted or difebelleved by any man who
served In the union arm;.' or who had per-

sonal knowledge of General Alger's military
career. But now. twenty-eigh- t years after
he had been honorably discharged from his
country's service in the Held, an eastern
newspaper flnds a single recommendation
which It declares is sufficient to take from
Alger all the honors that he won an three
long years ol gallant fighting That news-
paper is the New York Sun. and on February
11th it printed the editorial which is here
quoted:

Tin Suh'k Itji.t-ni-ii- t.

Whatis this about Gen. Russell A. Alger
of Michigan as a Republican candidate for
President on a platform of Patriotism and
Penfcions?

The various biographies of Gen. Alger
dwell more in detail upon the beginning of
Lis military services than on the end.

He was Major in the Second Michigan
Calvary, Gen. Sheridan's old regiment.

On Oct. 10. 1802, he was promoted to be
Lie l tenant-Colone- l of the Sixth Michigan
Calvary. Subsequently he was transferred
to the Fifth Michigan Cavalry and became
Its Colonel.

In September, 1804, Colonel Alger and his
regiment were in the Shenandoah Valley
taking part in Sheridan's great campaign
against Jcbal Early.

About the flrt of that month Colonel Alger
arplied for ten days' leave of absence. The
application was disapproved and returned by
his division commander, General VfeMey
Mtrritt, because of the active operations
then in progress. Upon the return of his ap-
plication ft r leave disapproved, Colonel Alger
left his regiment and went to Washington
without leave. There he procured a detail
on cyiirtmartial duty in that cit3.

This fact was reported to General Merritt,
who reported it in turn to General Shridan,
who brought the matter to the attention of
the War Department, recommending that
Colonel Alger be dishonorably discharged
from the service for being absent without
leave.

In consequence of that recommendation
fruin Philip II. Sheridan, Colonel Russell A.
Alger was discharged from the service on
Sept. 20, 1S04.

The record does not read that he was "dis-
honorably discharged." The punishment
recommended by General Sheridan was soft-
ened, and he was merely discharged. The
incident terminated his military career.
After the war yas over he procured in some
way the brevet of brigadier-genera- l and
major-gener- al of volunteers.

Thefae facts are not stated in the current

biographical sketches
Russell Absent Alger.
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relating to General

GESERAJLAtr.Elt'S 3ZAXI..V REPf-T- ,

to

Kf ImXlffn.-intl- y hii1 Promptly Itexent fhc
Aupcrhlon oflliK Military IOcort.

This editorial was telegraphed to General
Alger by Major George H. Hopkins of this
city, who was in "Washington on the day of
its publication, and General Alger iinmedi-- .
ately telegraphed the following reply:

Detroit, Feb. 11, 1892. Colonel George
H. Hopkins, Arlington Hotel, "Washington, D.
C. : Your telegram of this date giving
editorial of the New York Sun concerning
my military record is received. I was honor-
ably discharged from the service ,and was-no- t

dismissed as stated. On Aug. 25, 1804,
at Shepherdstown, Virginia, on the Potomac,
where we had engaged the enemy and were
driven across the river by superior force. I
was ordered to cover the crossing with my
regiment, General Custer having crossed at
the head of the brigade. I effected the cross-
ing and was the last man to ford the river.
For several daj--s I had been ill but on duty.
1 went into camp that night and not being
able to march the next morning, was sent
with others who were sick to hospital at
Annapolis, Maryland.

After remaining there a few days and re-

covering sufficiently to be around the camp,
1 was detailed on courtmartlal at Washing-
ton, where I reported and nerved a.llttle time
and resigned, as I was not. able to enter the
field and did not like courtmartial service.
My ordinary weight was 100 pounds, but I
was reduced to 125 pounds.

Alzor Arver Hrnril of It.
I had never heard a single word of General

Custer's not Merrltt'sJ recommendation un-

til during the Chicago convention in 1888,
when my friends telegraphed me there was
some question about my military record. I
telegraphed back that it was absolutely
false. I had never heard a word directly or
indirectly up to that date, almost twenty-fou- r

years, that there had been any such
recommendation, which I found "afterward
to my surprise was true.- - Lnever had any
more suspicion that 1 jcai- - not regularly sent
to hospital than anything Improbable on
earth. There was never a more cruel or un-

just act committed by man.
I served three years, participated in sixty-si- x

battles and skirmishes ; was promoted to
all the grades from a captaincy to colonel and
was brevetted brigadier and major-genera- l

without my application. I was never absent
from my command a moment, except on ac-
count of wounds or sickness. I never received
a censure from my superior officer in any
way, shape or manner during the war. Had
I knowi of the existence of such a document
during the lives of General Sheridan, who
was always a warm personal iriend, and
General Custer, who always claimed to be a
friend and visited me frequcntty, I could
casity have had the record corrected, but
when I first heard of it General Sheridan was
on his deathbed and unable to sec any one
and General Custer was dead.

KIiotVM Ciistfr' AnlitiiiN.
Along in July, 1804, General Custer re-

quested me at several times to have his
brother Thomas appointed as a lieutenant in
nry regiment, as he wished to have him serve
on his staff. As he did not belong to ray
regiment I declined, and in a hot conversa-
tion about it one day he told me I would re-

gret it some day. 1 said to him I would
rather resign than to have an outsider pro-
moted into my regiment when 1 had deserv-
ing men yet in the ranks. He afterward pre-
vailed upon Colonel J II. Kldd of the Sixth
Michigan Cavalry, now of Ionia. Mich., to do
the same, which he did, and ha3 always re-
gretted it. These facts are known to Gen-
eral Kidd.

At the battle of Front Royal, on the 10th
day of August, I charged and captured a
large number of prisoners with my regiment.
They were sent to the rear as I pressed for-
ward, and General Custer gave the credit to
another command and we had some hot
words over it. If you will examine the
records of the War Department and the

made for my promotion there
by my superior officers at several different
times from General Custer to General Grant,
you will see what was thought of me. 1

never knew or suspected that there was the
slightest question about ray being properly
sent with the large number of sick and

XHE IsrATIQ4T?EXgUME, ' "' DAT, MABOH ..J, 1892.
wounded men to Annapolis, and as I said,
General Custer's recommendation, if he knew
the facts, was one of the most crueloutragcs
that was ever perpetrated upon a soldier.

I dislike very much to say anything against
a dead soldier, but these are facts and a
reading of the records will prove that one
statement made by General Custer concern-
ing myself in that document cannot be true,
for he states that I tried to absent myself
during the year, and yet but a few weeks be-

fore I left the service, and while we were in
the Valley, he recommended me very strongly
for promotion.

I will thank you to give this dispatch the
publicity that the Sun's editorial has received.
It is a great wrong committed upon me and
my famity. Please ascertain who gave these
records out from the War Department.

R. A. ALGER.

R. 1VOOSTEK-- AFFIDAVIT.

It Sltown Tl:at t!io Cftnrjro of AIiiphco
Without l,iv Wa

In complete substantiation of all that Gen.
eral Alger says In his dispatch to Major Hop-kin- s

The Tribune printed on February 13 the
following affidavit by Dr. Samuel R. Wooster,
who was General Custer's brigade surgeon at
the time covered by the charge made by the
New York Sun. Dr. Wooster is well-know- n

in Michigan as an honorable citizen and
highly esteemed for his services during the
war. His affidavit is in these words:

Detroit, Mich., Keb. 3 2, 1892.
General: I enlisted as assistant surgeon

of the Eighth Michigan Infantry, Aug. 10,
1S01, was promoted to surgeon of the First
Michigan Cavalry, Feb. 20, 1803, and was
mustered out Oct. IS, ISO L The First Cav-alr- j'

was one of Custer's Michigan Cavalry
Brigade. During the campaign of 1803 and
1804 and up to the time of my discharge from
the service I was acting brigade surgeon on
General Custer's staff.

At the battle of Shepherdstown. Virginia,
.it which I was present, and where we were
forced to retire across the Potomac on ac-

count of the great strength of the enem I
knew that General Alger, then Colonel Alger
of the Fifth Michigan Cavalry, commanding
his own and Sixth Michigan Cavalry, was de-

tailed to protect the crossing of the balance
of the command with the artillery and train,
which he accomplished.

During the campaign General Alger's health
was very much impaired, and the night after
our crossing into Maryland from Shepherds-
town he was very ill. The following morning
as we were gathering the sick and wounded
together to send to the hospital, I
informed Colonel Alger that he. was not able
to march and must go to the hospital. This
was customar3' for surgeons in the Held to
do when the command was on the move, and
I accordingly directed Colonel Alger sent to
Annapolis with others, and 1 uistinctty re-

member that 1 told him I would forward the
proper papers to him there, as we wished to
get the sick and wounded away at once.

IVoottn 3I;i:i:lao Application.
I made application for his leave to General

Custer, reporting the facts, and supposed it
was granted, and never heard lo the contrary"
until yesterday. In my opinion there nevcr
was a more unjust act committed against a
soldier than that Avhich is reported to have
been committed by General Custer in re-

porting him as absent without leave and rec-
ommending his dismissal.

All who knew General Alger in the war
knew he was very prompt and punctual in
his duties,' and he would have been one of the
last men In the world to disobey an order or
fail to perform his duties.

If there Is any person responsible for his
being sent to hospital without proper order
accompanying him, I am that person. Will
you do General Alger and me the justice to
Hie this sworn statement with his war record
In your office?

I have the honor to be, general,
Very respecttuliy, your obedient servant.
(Signed) Samuel R. Wooster,

Late Surgeon 1st Michigan Cav,,
Actg. Brigade Surgeon,

Genehat, J. C. Kelton,
Adjutant-Genera- l U. S. Army,

Washington, D. C.
State of Michigan. )

County of Wayne
Samuel R. Wooster, being duly sworn, de-

poses and says that the above statement i3
true in sub3tance and fact.

(Signed) Samuel R. Wooster.
Sworn and subscribed before me.

(Signed) William T. DeGhakk,
notary Public,

County of Wayne.
State of Michigan.

Tho AfHIavSt tn l!i Ki'foi-tt- .

The following official communication shows
the action taken by the War Department rel-
ative to Dr. Wooster's affidavit quoted above:

War Department,
Washington City,

10, 3 892. j

General Russell A. Alger:
Sir Referring to your communication of

the 12th Instant, addressed to the Adjutant
General, inclosing an affidavit relative to
your military record made by Dr. S. R. Woos-
ter of Grand Rapids, Mich., late a Surge-o- 1st
Michigan Cavalry, I am directed by the Sec-
retary of War to inform you that, in compli-
ance with your request, the affidavit of Dr.
Wooster has been placed upon the Hies of this
Department in connection with other papers
relating to your military record.

Very respectfully,
(Signed) F. C. Ainsworth,

Major and Surgeon U. S. Army.

the official str:mi.
Tin War lyeimriiiifirt'ri Kx.icl ('qiiv or

Oenrra! Alscr'K lOcorJ On It Fi:-- .

Through the courtesy of the Secretary of
War The Triuune is now able to make public
the entire official record of General Alger's
military career, or at least every item of it
that has any bearing upon the charge brought
by the New York paper which has so unjustly
attacked him. The record was put in pos-

session of The Trirune by General Alger just
as he was leaving for California on the 8th
instant to attend to his lumbering interests
in that btate. lively quotation hereinafter
made from it and every document printed is
lrom the official cop3' furnished by the War
Department and ma3' be verified by refer-
ence to the originals on file at Washington.
In this connection we print the lollowing ex-

tract from a letter written by Major F. C.
Ainsworth to the Secretary of War:

AlcrrVi Il-co- r 'Hlslily Creditable"
"War Department, )

Washington City, Feb. 18, 1892. j
To the Honorable the Secretary of War:

Sir Referring to 3'our conversation with
me 3'esterday relative to the military record
of General Alger, I beg to say that I have
carcfulty examined that record and find so
much In it that is nighty creditable to him

that I am convinced that the publica-
tion of the whole record and correspondence
connected therewith would be of decided ad-
vantage to General Alger, in view of the re-cent- ty

published articles concerning him.
It is doubtful if General Alger him-

self is fulty advised as to the character of his
record, and the advisability of furnishing
him a transcript of it, or of corresponding
with him with reference to it, is respectfully
suggested for 3'our consideration. Very re-
spectful ty,

(Signed) F. C. Ainsworth,
Major and Surgeon U. S. Array.

Major Ainsworth's suggestion was approved
b3r the Secretary of War. and the entire rec-
ord is now Jn The Triiwnk's possession. A
synopsis of it has already been published in
these columns, but we append below the
chronological statement justfurnished by the
War Department:

Tli Ilccord Complete.
Russell A. Alger was mustered in as cap-att-

Company C, Second Michican Cavalry,
September 2, 1801. He enlisted Aug. 19,
1801.

On July 12, 1802 he applied for a leave of
absence for 20 da3's on a medical certificate,
as follows:

Captaiu RUHBell A. Alger of the Second Regi

i

ment of Michigan Cavalry, "ha big cpplicd for a
certificate on which to gfonndtfan application fori
leave of absence. I do hereby jqertify that I have'
carefully examined this officer and find that In
consequence of havinfr hern thrown from Ida '

horse in the stomach and Is now1
auucring from Herpes Zoster yerv severely.

On the foregoing he was granted 23 days
leave of absence- -

z$ )
Aug. 7, 1802, he forwarded medical certifi-

cate from Grand Rapids; Michigan, that he
would not be able to return.to dut3-- in a less
period than 20 days. 3

He is reported present on roll of Field &
Staff for September, 1802, as Major, but
there is no record of hisniugtcr in as of that
grade.

He tendered his resignation as Major Sec-
ond Michigan Cavalry October 27, 1802, to
enable him to accept the Lieutenant Col-
onelcy of the Gth Michigan Cavalry.

His resignation was accepted to date Octo-
ber 27, 1802.

Russell A. Alger was innstcrcd in as Lieu-
tenant Colonel 0th Michigan Cavalry, to date
October 30, 1802, for three 3ears, and is re-
ported on rolls ot Field & Staff of regiment
as present to April 30, 1S03, and on roll'of
June 30. 1803, he is reported promoted Col-
onel of the 5th Michigan Cavalry

He was mustered in as Colonel 5th Michi-
gan Cavalry to date June 11, 1803, at Wash-
ington, D. C., and is reported present on roll
dated June 30, 1803. Roll of Field & Staff
dated Aug. 30, 1803, reports him absent in
Michigan, wounded.

Casualty sheet of 2d Brigade, 3d Division
Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac, signed
by General Kilpatrick, reports Colonel Alger
Avounded Juty 8. 3 803. at Boonsboro, while
another signed b3' General G. A Custer, gives
the place of casualty as Funkstown, Md. ,

July 11, 1803, the following certificate ap-
pears in his case:

MEDICAL CERTIFICATE.
Col. It. A. Alger, of the 5th Regiment of Michi-

gan Cavalry, having applied for a certificate on
which to ground an applicatfon6or leave of ab-

sence. I do hsrcuy certify fiat I have carefully ex-
amined this officer, and find that he is suffering
from a gunshot wound or the lc.'t thigh, received
in action at Koonsboro, Md.. July 8. 1803, and
th:.t in consequence thereof, he is, in my opinion,
unlit for duty. I further declare my belief that
he wi 1 not be able to resume his duties in a less
period than thirty (30; days without risk of per-
manent disability.

Dated at Washington. D C, U1I3 11th day of
July. 1803. W. R. DKWITT, Jr.,

Surgeon, U. S. A.
Roll dated October 31. 1803, reports him

present, and that dated December 3, 1803,
absent, detached in conscript camp. To
Michigan for conscripts.

February 10. 1804, Colonel Alger was de-
tached from the Fifth Michigan Cavalry and
assigned to special duty, by paragraph 20.
Special Orders Number 0'. from the War De-

partment, Adjutant General'sOfTlce. and was
relieved therefrom April 0, 1 80 K bv para
graph 2, .Special Orders of that date from
Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac.

Ma3' 22, 1804, he was ordered to proceed to
Washington, to report lo Surgeon 11. O. Ab-
bott for treatment

Roll of Field and Staff dated June 30, 1804,
reports him present, and that dated August
31. 1801, reports him as follows: Absent,
sick, since August 27, 1804; absent without
leave, Argust 28, 1804. See hospital certifi-
cate in another column showing that Alger
was in hospital from August 30 to
September 5, 1804. September 5. 1804,
by paragraph 2, Special Orders No. 03. Post
of Annapolis, Md.. he was ordered to report
to the Military Governor of the Listnct of
Columbia, and by paragraph 2, Special Ord-
ers No. 201. Headquarters 'Military District
of Washington, dated September 7. 1804. he
was detailed as a mcinlK-- r if a General Court
Martial to meet in VwshlKKton. September
8, 1804. He was relieved from that dutv
September 24, 1801, byfSpocial Orders No.
21 i. of that date from oMilitary District of
Washington. in' Jv

September 10, 180vcr CWonel Alger ten-
dered his resignation fromilhis city, and the
same was accepted September 50, 1804, in
Special Orders, No. 31cofj,that date from
the War Department;- - Adjutant General's
office. :" ij

On the day Colonel Alger tendered his
resignation, in this city.-.Gener- George A.
Custer forwarded a communication from his
headquarters, througlitrie proper military
channels, in which 'he- - stated that Colonel
Alger had left his command without author-
ity and after having been refused a leave of
absence, and that lie- - had' directed that the
colonel be reported absent without leave on
the muster rolls of his regiment.

This was forwarded to Drevet Mvjor-Gen-er-

Torbert. who recommended- - Colonel
Alger's dismissal, which recommendation
having been forwarded by Major General
Sheridan to the War Department, was
received the same date that Colonel Alger's
resignation was accepted. .

On September 23. 1801. the Adjutant-Genera- l

notified General Sheridan that Colonel
Alger had been honorably discharged from
the service September 20, 1804, in orders
from the War Department.

It Is proper to aid that Brigadier-Genera- l

George A. Custer recommended Colonel Alger
for promotion to Brigadier General in 1803,
and for brevet in 180 1.

The records further show that Colonel
Russell A. Alger was brevetted Brigadier
General United States Volunteers to date
iromJun.-ll-, 1805, for gallant and meritori-
ous during the war, and that he was
brevetted Major-Genera- l United States Volun-
teers, to date from June 11, 1805, for gal-Ia- n

c and meritorious services during the
war.

am t ai.e:i's ab2:xcu:m.
lie wan Only AIimimiI Tvi Kjcc;i Aflor

tJ Knftl rilottiiv2l!i.
One of the statements mad 2 in General

Custer's-astonishin- recommendation of Sep-
tember 10, 1804, which will be quoted In full,
was that "Colonel Alger had. two or three
limes previous to this, applied for a similar
leave of absence, when in my opinion he was
fit for duty '" Ksariiig upon this point we
print the official record :

Headquarters 5tii Michigan Cava tic v, )
iNTlIK FlEtD, I

May 22, 1804. )

Colonel: I respectfully ask permission to
be sent to hospital at Washington for reasons
stated in surgeon's certificate hereunto at-
tached. I have the honor to be, ver3 re-
spectfully, 3'our obedient servant,

(Signed) R. A. Ai.ger,
Colwsel Fifth Michigan Cavalry.

Lieutenant-Colone- l Klngsbur3',
Assistant Adjutant-Genera- l. Cav. Corps.

TIu Nurspoii'd Certificate.
Colonel Russell A. Alger having applied for

a certificate on which to ground an applica-
tion to report for medical treatment. I here-
by certify that I have carefully examined this
officer and find that he Is attacked with cypho-malari- al

fever, and that in consequence
thereof he Is in mj' opinion unfit for duty.
And would further recommend that he be
ordered to report for medical treatment.
And 1 further declare my be
able for duty for the period of fifteen days.

(Signed) L. L. Morbus,
fcurg. ;rn Mich. Cav.,

a st Brig. 1st Div.
TlHkDQUARTERS

1st Oavai. Division,
22d, 1804.M.iv

Approved and respectfully forwarded.

C. C.
j
v
)

(Signed) W. fcrKRliiTT,
Brig. (icn. Comdg.

1 1st CavalryDivision.
j - ' t

The OnlerlMiird.
The following was issued May 2?, 1804:

Headquarters Gavaery Corps, )

, rf May 22, 1804. j
Special Orders, No. 13J . - j

3. Upon the recommendation of the Medi-
cal Director of. this C'Qnpsithe lollowing named
officer will proceed to VaghIngton and report
for treatment to Surgcorj.R. O. Abbott.

Colonel Alger, j i e
5th Michigan Cayalxy.

B3' command) of
Maj. Genl. SilnniDAN,

Asst. Adjt. General.
In pursuance of this order. Colonel Alger

proceeded to Washington and reported for
treatment The surgeon's certificate shows
that he was ill and there is nothing to in-

dicate the slightest purpose on his part to
shirk dut3 This was the first occasion on
which Colonel Alger ever made application
for leave of absence on account of sickness
except after the battle of Boonevllle. in 1802.
The only other time he asked to be relieved
on account of sickness or an3' other cause
was at the time when the following docu-
ments comprised the record:

Ueadquartehs, 5th Mich. Cavalry, 1

IN the Field, Aug. 12, 1804. j

Captain I have the honor to report for

duty and to make the following explanation
of m3 absence from my command.

Ity permission from Brig. Gen. Custer
while at Washington I remained behind the
brigade and was ordered to report at Harp-
er's Fcrrr on the ot.li Ir.st., which I foiled t9
do by tailing (o connect with the morning
train at Washington on the 9th b3 being mis-
informed as to its time of starting. I ar-
rived at Harper's Ferry on the morning of
the 10th Inst, and was unable to find trans-
portation until evening of the same date, m3
horses having been forwarded with the
regiment.

I have the honor, to be,
Very respectfully,

Your obdt. servant,
(Signed) R. A. Alger,

Colonel.
Capt. L. W. Barniiart,

A. A. Genl.,
1 Brig. 1 Div. Cavalry.

Head Quarters, )
1 Brig. 1 Div. C. .C,

Aug. 12, 1804. )

Respectfully forwarded.
(Signed) G. A. Custer.

Brig Gen'l.
Not until eight days later was the follow-

ing recommendation made:
Hd. Qr's. 1st Cav'y. Dlv'n.

Aug. 20, 1884.
Rcspcctfulty referred to Brig. Genl. Custer

for his opinion as to whether further action
is neccssarj in this matter.

By command of
Brig. Gert. Merritt,

(Signed) A. E. Dana,
A. A. G.

Nearly a whole month elapsed before
General Custer made the recommendation
which follows, Col. Alger having been with
his regiment up to Aug. 28, when he went
into hospital at Annapolis:

Headquarters 1st Brig
1st Div. Cav. Mid. Mil. Drv

Sept. 10th, 1804
Respectfully forwarded. Not deeming this

officer's explanation of his absence to be
based on good grounds, it evidently being
his duty and within his power to inform him-
self correctly as to the time at which the
train started, I am of the opinion that
"further action" should be taken in his case.

(Sfgned) G. A. Custer,
Brig. Gen'l.,

Commdg. Brig.
CuRtcr'B Afctortlftlil:is; Kvport.

Following this indorsement came General
Custer's report, which is the basis of" the
New York Sun's attack upon General Alger,
and we print it entire, with all of the in-
dorsements thereon, exactly as it comes
from the War Department:
Headquarters 1st Brig., 1st Div. Cavalrv, f

Middle Military Division, Sep. 10, 1804. f
Capt. A. & Dana,

A. A. G.. 1st Div. Cavalry:
In compliance with the instructions of the

Genl. Comndg. the Division I have the honor
to submit the following "report in the case
of Col. R. A. Alger, 5th Mich. Cavalr3 stating
the time at which he left the com-
mand, for what purpose, bj' what
authority, and his present where-
abouts." Col. Alger left this command the
morning of the 28th of Auguf-.t- , as it marched
through Harper's Ferry to rejoin the divis-
ion near Halltown; he has been absent since
that date. I was not aware of his absence
until this brigade halted to feed near Hall-tow- n,

when Asst. Surg. St. Clair of the 1st
Mich. Cavalry informed me that Col. Alger,
owing to some indisposition, had remained
at a house In Harper's Ferry. At the same
time Asst. Surg. St. Clair presented, for my
approval, an application from Col. Alger lor
leave of absence for twenty days. As Col.
Alger had. two or three times previous to
this, applied for a similar leave of absence,
when in my opinion he was fit for dut3' and
which opinion subsequently proved to be cor-
rect as it has in the case now referred to, I
returned Col. Alger's application without mv
approval. He failed to join his command. I
first heard of him again, as stopping at the
Eutaw House, in Baltimore, Md. I now have
authentic and rell-b- lc information that he la
staying at one of the hotels in Washineton.
D. C. and that he ha3 been placed on duty, In
the latter city, as a member of a General
Court Martial. How he came to l.e detailed
I cannot say. He left this command without
authority and after having been refused a

'leave of absence from these Headquarters.
And I have directed that he he reported
"absent without leave" Qn the muster rolls
of his regiment. Respectfully Submitted,

(Signed) G. A. Custer,
Brig. Genl. Com. Brig.

Headquarters, 1st Cav'y. Dxvn., Septem-
ber 17th, 1804.
Respectfully forwarded for the action of

the Chief of Cavalry. The case mentioned
within is the third in which Col. Alger has
absented himself from the command without

authority Shenandoah Valley,
the present 3'ear's campaign. Severe meas-
ures should be taken prevent a recurrence
of this evil.

(Signed,) w. Merritt.
Brig. -- Gen. Comdg.

HEADQUARTERS UAVALRY-- .

Mid. Mil. Div
September 17. 1804. 'I

forwarded with the recom-
mendation that he be dismissed from the
service for absence without leave subject to
the approval of the President. Such cases
are too numerous and the scarcit3' of officers
requires Immediate action to be taken.

(Signed,) A. T. A. Torbert.
Brvt. Maj.-Ge- and Chief of Cavalry.

HliAUyUARTERS
Middle Militatcy Division

September 18, 1S04, 4
fonvarded. I understand that

Colonel Alger Is on some dut3'at Washington,
but it is evident vhe has left his command
without authority, and it appears that he has
done so TJefore. I have alwa3's considered
Colonel Alger a good ofTlcerbut cannot excuse
his conduct or withhold my approval of the
recommendation of his immediate command-
ers.

(Signed.) P 11. Sheridan,
Maj. Gen. --

War Department, a. g. O., )

September 23, 18J4. f
Respectfully returned. This offlcerwas hon-

orably discharged from the service b3' S. O.
311,Sept. 20. 1804. frm this office.

(Signed.) Thomas M. Vincent,
Asst. Adjt. GeueraL

A 3IOXSTKOIJM INJUSTICE.
I't-oo- t Tliat AIjovo Airport nnrt ItecouiKim-dittion- n

Wero Unjtmt unci ."Unlleloiid.
It is not possible to fitly characterize the

injustice done to General then Colonel
Alger in the report .and recommendations
printed above. They had no result, for
Colonel Alger, being in entire and absolute
ignorance of them, presented his resignation
on the 10th 'of September, 1804, for reasons
which were amply stated in the document it-
self, and as it was accepted he was honorably

The entire history of Alger's
resignation will be presented later on, but it
must be said here that General did not
know until twenty-fou- r 3'cars later that such
adverse recommendations were in existence,
and that the affidavit of Dr. Samuel R.
Wooster, printed near the beginning of this
record, fully answers them and shows Gen-
eral Alger's record to have been, in fact, ty

straight and his conduct entirely
correct General Custer's statement that

should be censured because he had
been misinformed as to the terms of a rail-
road time table is at least frivolous and
seems not less than ridiculous in view of the
fact that the command was not in active ser-
vice.

The documents printed above comprise the
only to be relieved ever made by
Colonel Alger and furnish all the basis there
was for General Custer's report that he had
made application for leave "three times."
They showthe falsity of that statement, and
the3' show that Colonel Alger was never ab-
sent from his command for a moment with-
out good cause and proper authority.

General Custer's report sa3's: '"I llrat
heard of him again as stopping at the Eutaw
House in Baltimore, Md." General Alger re-
members having gone to the Eutaw House,
as trains were then running very irregularly,
but here is a certificate from the officer of
Hospital Medical Department, dated Annap-
olis, Sept. 5, 1804, which clears up the whole
matter and shows concluslvety the date on
which Alger left the Annapolis hospital. The
document, which General Alger has fortun-
ately preserved, and the original of which Is

In possession of TncTninuNc, is as follows:

O v Vc, Ci i-- o v
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The following official documents complete
the record afiecting this matter:

Headquarters, Annapolis, Md . )

Sept. 5, 1SGL
Special Orders.

No. 203. (Extract.)
2. In pursuant to instructions received

from the War Department A. G. O., Wash-
ington, D. C, the following named offlcersr
at the Officers' Hospital at Annapolis, Md..
having been reported b- - the Surgeon in
charge, as being fit for light dut3 are hereby
ordered to report without delay, to the Mi-
litary Covernorof the District of Washing-
ton, for Court Martial duty.

Colonel R. A. Alger, 5th Mich. Cavalry.
By order of Adrian R. Root, 94 N. Y. Vols.

Comdg. Post, eta
(Signed) Jons S. Wharton,

First Lieut. 14 U. S. Infantry. Post Adjutant.
War Department, Adjutant

Generates Office, v
September 15. 1804. )

Special Orders. No. 303. (Extract).

30. So much of Special Orders, No. 203,
September 3, 1804. from Headquarters,
Annapolis, Maryland, as. pursuant to in-
structions from this office, directed the
following named officers to report to the
Military Governor of the District of Wash-
ington, for court martial dutj--, 13 hereby
confirmed:

Colonel R. A. Alger, Fifth Michigan
Cavalry.

By order of the Secretarj- - of War,
(Signed) . D. Townsend,

Assistant Adjutant General.
Colonel R. A. Alger,

Through Colonel Wisewell, Military Gover-
nor.

It will be noticed that Colonel Alger re-
ported for duty August 12, 1804, remaining
In the field until sent to hospital at Anna-
polis on xug. 28, and that General Custer's
endorsement, quoted above, was made
September 10, a month and four days subse-
quent. There is absolutely no foundation
for the charge that Colonel Alger endeavored
to shirk any duty or that he was ever absent
from his command without proper authority.
KEMGXATIOS i'SCOJl TilE SE3S1 ICE.
Rpnsan.i Jar IVIiJcli Aljer i:-tlii- nnrt

OKcIal JCocorjl In that Conncclioa.
Colonel Alger had Intended to resign from

the armj-- more than a month previous to the
time when he actually did do so, and he
found good reason to do so in the following
described condition of militar3' operations as
affecting his command. Referring to this
period, General Alger says: "At the time
the cavalr3" moved from City Point in front

proper since the commencement of ! of Petersburg, to the it

to

Respectfully

Respectfully

discharged.

Alger

Alger

applications

Washington.

was generally believed D3-
- many of the officers

and men of the command that they were go-

ing to the Shenandoah Valley to watch raid-
ers, that being a convenient way to come
down the valle3' to invade Pennsylvania and
Maryland, and it was also known to be an ex-

cellent place to procure forage for the horses;
the operations about Petersburg having be-

come a state of siege rather than the scene
of active operations. My private business at
that time was such that when in Washington
I decided to retire from the service and at-
tend to my business affairs, as what little I
had was in danger of being swept from me.
I therefore, being simply temporarily re-
lieved from detached service, sent through
my member of Congress, Honorable F. W.
Kellogg, to the President, my resignation."

General Alger has placed this document in
me nanus, 01 111E ruinuNE, anu it reads as
follows :

Headquarters 5th Michigan Cavalry, )
Washington, v

0 Aug.. 1SG4. )

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretar3 of War.

Sir
I have the honor herewith to tender

as Colonel of this regiment.
M3' reasons are:
I. I have been in the military service of the

U. S. nearty three years, having enlisted in
August, 1801, and have been off dut3' but
eight das except on account of wounds, six
of. those eight da3's being on account of sick-
ness.

II. My private business at home has become
such and in such condition that my presence
there to attend to It is necessary in order to
enable me to save an3"thing from it. I have
the honor to be,

Ver3' respectfully,
Your obt servt.,

(Signed) R. A. Alger,
Col. Comdg.

President Lincoln endorsed this paper as
follows:

Let this resignation be accepted.
(Signed) A. Lincoln, Aug. S.18G4.

It will be noticed that the date of this ac-

ceptance is a month and eight daj--s earlier
than the date of his final resignation, which
was tendered upon September 10.

The indorsement justquotedis In President
Lincoln's own hand-writin- g and the original
document is, as before stated, in The Trib-
une's possession. Colonel Alger put this ac-
cepted resignation in his pocket, intending to
present it to the Secretary of War and go
home to attend to his business affairs. But
learning, after leaving the President, that
there was prospect of an active campaign in
the Valley, he did not present the resigna-
tion at the War Department, but hastily ar-
ranging his business as well as was possible
started for the scene of operations, arriving,
on account of his misinformation as to the
time of the departure of the train, one day
late. It will he seen that with an accepted
resignation in his pocket he need not have re-
ported to his brigade commander at all if he
had desired to leave the service at that time.
He had onty to present the resignation to the
Secretary of War to be relieved entirely of
further service and to procure his honorable
discharge. The cruelty and injustice of the
report 01 General Custer and of the re-

commendations of both Custer and
Merritt, under these circumstances, will
be at once apparent to ever3"bod There
was no justification for them, and the evi-

dence that Alger acted from motives of the
highest patriotism and with the courage that
characterized his whole military career; Is
simply irrefutable.

Thr final II rt lunation.
Colonel Alger did not resign in August,

therefore, as he had intended, but went to the
front. Nearly six weeks later .he tendered

his resignation, and the reasons for his ttf
tlon at this time are succinctly stated In tho
document Itself, which is herewith printed 1

Washington, D. C, lGth September, 1804,
Hon. E. M. Stanton,

Secretary of War:
' Sir I have the honor to tender herewith;
my resignation as colonel of the 5th Michi-
gan Cavalry, for the following reasons:

1st. I entered the service, enlisting th.

1801, and have never had a leave
of absence, except when wounded.

2d. My private business Is in such an un-
settled condition that unless I can be at homo
in October to settle it, I shall be obliged to
sacrifice what I have, as nothing has been
done with it since I enlisted.

3d. The health of my family is such as to
require my presence as ?oon as possible. My
regiment, which is small, is ably officered.
Its term of service expires In August, 1805,
I have been on duty with my command since
the array moved. May ith. havinr IostbuJ
six day.s during the time, ami that by sligbr
sunstroke, until August 28th, when Iwai
sent to hospital at Annapolis, since which
time 1 have been ordered here for light duty,
where I now am serving.

Since entering the service I have partici-
pated in sixty-seve- n battles and skirmishes.
I have been wounded twice.

I have the honor, Sir, to be, very respect
fulty,

Your obedient servant
(Signed) R. A. ALGER,

Col. 5th Mich. Cavalry.
INDORSEMENTS.

R. A. Alger, Colonel 5th Michigan Cavalry,
tenders his resignation.

Washington, 16th Sept., 1864.
Let this resignation be accepted.

(Signed) a. Lincoln-Sep- t.
17. 1SG4.

Accepted.
(Signed) Edwin M. Stanton,

Sec. of War.
Sept 19, 1804.

War Department. Adjutant
General's Office, Washington.

September, 20 th, lSG-i- .

Special Orders, No. 311. (Extract.)

Col. R. A. Alger, 5th Michigan Cavalry;
having tendered his resignation, is hereb
honorably discharged the service of the
United States.

By order of the Secretary of War:
(Signed) E. D. Townsend,

A. A. G.

ALOEU'S GALLAST SERVICES.
ItpppatPdly Krcommriide;: forPromotloc'

ly HIk Superior Offlcert.
TnE Tribune some time ago printed a num-

ber of the recommendations made for Colonel'
Alger's promotion, but they will bear repeti-
tion in this connection. They arc splendid
testimonials to the constant faithfulness of
Colonel Alger and to his unflinching courage
in ever- - emergency of war. His whole record
is an overwhelming refutation of the ridicu-
lous charge that4ie ever shirked his duty ai
a soldier. The recommendations which fol-
low, taken from the official records, tell an
eloquent story of Alger's devotion to the cau3e-o- f

his country.
IIIli Praherrom Cniter.

HEADQUARTERS 2ND BRIGADE, 3rd Division,.
Calvary Corps, Army of the Potomac, Oct 19,
1803, Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secy of War. Sir
I have the honor to recommend to you for
promgtion to the rank of Brigadier-General- r

Colonel Russell A. Alger of the 5th Michigan-Calvary- ,

for meritorious conduct in the Held,
as also for his thorough discipline in hhr
Regt., both in camp and on the march; and
his untiring efforts for the welfare of hia
Regt-- and the good of the service. Col. Alger
has proved himself worthy of the highest-confidenc-

At xtanover, Gett3-sbur- where
at .the head of his Regt in the thickest
of the fight he showed great bravery
and skill, Eagerstown, Willlamsport
and Boonsboro, July 8th, where he was
severely wounded while gallantty leading his-Regt- .

in one of the severest cavalry engage-
ments of the war, Colonel Alger distinguished
himself for his braverj--, coolness and skill
which particularty shows his fitness for

commander.
Since recovering from his wound at Cul-

pepper, Racoon Ford. Brandy Station on thr
13th inst. and again today at Bucktown, he
has distinguished himself alike for his brav-
ery and skill, showing his competencyin every
respect for a command, and for the cavalry
service. As an officer and a gentleman Col-
onel Alger justly enjoys the highest esteem
of both his command and his commanding
officers.

Ever ready to perform his duty at any and
all times, and zealous in the cause for which
we are fighting, he has proved himself worthy .
of the highest confidence ot all. 1 therefore
earnestly and cordially recommend him to
your consideration, fully believing that any
trust reposed ia him will be skiltulty and
faithfully performed hy him, with houor t
himself and credit to our army and to th
noble cause in which we arc engaged.

I have the honor to be, sir,
Very respectfully, your obt. servt.,

(Signed) G. A. Custer,
Brig. Genl. Vols.

""ntlorsoESFnts .From IliIi Officers.
Indorsements on the foregoing.

Headquarters Third Cav. Div., Oct. 20. 1803,
I have witnessed the gallantry and skill of
Col. Alger, comdg 5th Mich. Cavalry on many
occasions. His prompt and energetic action
yesterday saved a large portion of my com-
mand from being captured, which would have
resulted from the confusion into which they
were at one time thrown. I most cheerfully
Indorse the recommendation ot Brig.-Ge- n.

Custer, believing Col. Alger to be in every re-
spect deserving of the position to which ho
has been named.

(Signed) J. Kilpatrick,
Brig.-Gen- . Vols. Comdg. Div.

Headquarters Cavalrt Corps, 1

Oct. 20 1803. J

This recommendation is respectfully
forwarded, and most favorably recommended,
Col. Alger will make an energetic, efficient
brigade commander. His services in that
capacity are much needed in this corps.

(Signed) A. Pleasanton,
Major-Gen- . Comds

Headquarters ! 1

YAJCMT OF THE POTOMJ
Oct 22. 18G3.

Respectfully forwarded with the remark
that this recommendation has been sent It
without any call from me for recommenda-
tion for the appointment of Brig.-Genera- l.

(Signed) Geo. G. Meade,
Maj. Gen. Comdg. 1

Respectfully submitted to the General ia
Chief U. S. A. -

(Signed) Jas. A. Hardie,
A. A. General.

ConjrrcKMnan Hclloss: Indorsee
WASHINGTON. Dec 14th, 1803. To thc

Secretary of War: Sir Colonel Russell A.
Alger of the Fifth Regiment Michigan Cav-
alry has been recommended for promotion
by Generals Custer, Kilpatrick, Pleasanton
and Meade, all his superiors up to Commander-in--

Chief, without solicitation on my part,
and I mo3t earnestly desire It myself.

The death of the lamented General Buford
leaves a vacancy in the cavalry corps some
one must be appointed to. Generals Custer
or Merritt will no doubt bessigned to his
command, and a full brigadewill then need
a general. Colonel Alger has distinguished
himself" on everj-- possible occasion, always
leading his regiment. Like the other cavalry
officers Custer, Merritt, Kilpatrick and
Pleasanton is a gallant young man and
always ready. I believe he will mako
one of the best of cavalry officers
or I would not recommend him now.

Michigan ha3 fewer generals than any
other state in the union in proportion to tha
number of troops furnished.

Colonel Alger was educated, I may say, b7
General Gordon Granger who promoted him
to the rank of major long ago when in Ten-
nessee, and remarked when he left that "he
was the only officer in his regiment he had
never had occasion to reprimand." I hope
you will appoint him brigadier-gener- al and
assign him to a cavalry command, which he
has had ever since he entered the service.

I have the honor to he your obedient ser
vant,

(Signed) F. "W. Kellogg.
Hon. E. M. Stanton,

Secretary of War, Washington.

Another One Prom Cnster.
Headquarters 1st Brigade, 1st

Division. Cavalry Corps, Army
of the Potomac, June 26th, 18G4.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War.

I have the honor to recommend thai
Colonel K. A. Alger, Fifth Michigan Cavalrj

f

Jllm.


